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Consumer Representative to SPIL Writing Team Application

The Michigan Statewide Independent Living Council has a committee that writes the State Plan for Independent Living (SPIL). The SPIL establishes a blueprint for present and future independent living programs and services in Michigan. For more information about the Council and the SPIL Committee please see pages 2-3 of this packet. To apply complete the following questions and send it to us by September 1, 2019 to tracy@misilc.org. If you have any questions or would like help completing this form please contact us by phone at (517)-371-4872 or email info@misilc.org. 
Basic Information
Name:
 
Email: 

Phone: 

What’s the best way to reach you? 
What county do you live in? 
Mailing Address: 
Applicant Signature: ______________________________________________ 
Other Questions

1. How are you connected to the disability community? 
2. What demographics/groups do you represent (disability type, race, ethnicity, sex, LGBTQ+, gender identity, geographic location, etc.)?

3. How would you define the Independent Living Philosophy?
4. Why are you interested in volunteering to be on the SPIL Writing Team?

5. How do you think your experiences wit disability will contribute to the work of the SPIL Writing Team?
6. If you have participated in other advocacy efforts, please describe them. 
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Consumer Representative to SPIL Writing Team Volunteer Information
What is the SPIL Writing Team?

The SPIL Writing Team has representatives from the Michigan Statewide Independent Living Council and The Network of CILs. The SPIL Writing Team creates and writes the 3-year plan. The SPIL establishes a blueprint for present and future independent living programs and services in Michigan. This committee may make recommendations for SILC to consider or take action on.
What is the role of the Consumer Representative?
The Michigan Statewide Independent Living Council is seeking consumers to serve on the SPIL Writing Team. The Consumer Representatives will offer feedback and information to the SPIL Writing Team on topics relevant to the SPIL and about statewide or community programs and services that impact the lives of individuals with disabilities. 
How often does the SPIL Writing Team meet?

The SPIL Writing Team will meet at least twice per month through May 2020. They determine their meeting schedule. Most meetings can be done online and/or over the phone, but in-person attendance may be needed on occasion or preferred. 
What if I need support to participate or attend meetings?

Participation in SPIL Writing Team meetings will be supported if approved in advance. Support may include payment or reimbursement for travel, personal-care attendant service, meal(s), or lodging expenses. Payment or reimbursement must be approved in advance and will be processed according to current policy and procedure. 
What is the application process? 
An application must be filled out and submitted to the SILC. Your information will be reviewed by the full Council who will then make a list of people to interview. We can’t guarantee that everyone will receive an interview. If selected, your interview can occur in person, over the phone, or by some other way that works for you. After all of the interviews are completed the Council will make a final decision. You will be contacted by the Executive Director to let you know what they have decided.
How do you keep my personal information private?

SPIL Writing Team members cannot share your information without your permission. Your information will not be shared with other groups or committees. Your application will be kept in a secure location and will be destroyed one year after serving on the committee. 
If chosen, your name and other information that you give us permission to share will be known to the full SILC. This information will also be included in SPIL Writing Team minutes and will be available on the MISILC website and other documents about SPIL Writing Team activities.

Applications for all other candidates will be destroyed. We will however keep your name and date of application on file strictly for our own records.
What is my role with SILC?

Members of The Statewide Independent Living Council are appointed by the Governor which has a separate application and approval process. The Consumer Representative to the SPIL Writing Team offers information and perspectives on supports and services which helps the SPIL Writing Team get a clearer picture of what may be needed in communities around Michigan. Your ideas and concerns will inform the work of the SPIL Writing Team. 
Please note: The Consumer Representative is not a member of SILC and does not have a vote at Council meetings. The Consumer Representative is welcome to attend SILC meetings as a member of the public, but this is not required.

How long would I serve as the Consumer Representative?

The term for this role is through June 2020. Michigan has 83 counties, so a lot of different ideas are out there and the SPIL Writing Team is interested in hearing from a variety of people from diverse backgrounds. The Consumer Representative is welcome to reapply at that the end of their term or again in future years. 
