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[ Waiting for meeting to start ]

   >> Aaron:  I got a message we are having a meeting and I know because I'm here.

   >> Patricia Sterling is on.

   >> Hi Patricia.

   >> I'm getting a lot of feedback here.

   >> Hi Patricia, Joe Harcz.

   >> Joe:  Hello.

   >> Anybody there.

   >> Aaron:  Yeah, Joe, I'm here.

   >> Patricia there?

   >> Yes, but I'm getting a lot of feedback.

   >> Are you?  Oh, my, hey Patricia sorry I've been so busy but happy belated and indigenous person day.

   >> Thank you, you also, I can't do this, I got to get off the phone.

   >> Okay, all right.

   >> Joe:  That's too bad.  Wonder why she is getting feedback.

   >> Aaron:  I don't really know.  Is it just Joe Terri and I.

   >> Joe:  I'm having a hard time hearing.

   >> Aaron:  I was wondering who is on the phone.

   >> Joe:  Well Patricia had to bow out because she was getting feedback.

   >> Tracy:  Hopefully she is try calling back in.

   >> I tried six times.

   >> Tracy:  Have you.

   >> Joe:  Hello?  Who we got on now?  Patricia was that any better?

   >> Tracy:  Patricia, are you there? .

   >> Patricia:  This is Patricia.

   >> Tracy:  Was that any better, I tried to mute you for a minute, did that help at all?

   >> Patricia:  No.

   >> Tracy:  No.

   >> Yvonne:  Yvonne is here too.

   >> Tracy:  Hi Yvonne.

   >> Joe:  I was getting feedback when Patricia was on, it was echoing, just a point of information.

   >> Joe:  Can everybody hear me?

   >> Yes.

   >> Joe:  Okay.

   >> Hi everybody this is Glen.

   >> Joe:  Hi Glen, Joe Harcz.

   >> Glen:  Hey.

   >> Yes.

   >> Joe:  I'm discouraged we couldn't get a quorum for last meeting, you know.

   >> Yeah.

   >> Joe:  We are getting a lot of information out and we are getting a lot of issues.

   >> Joe:  Well you know that Joe Harcz shows up early.  I work on this all the time.

   >> Aaron:  Let's see.

   >>  How many board members or Council members do you have right now?

   >> Joe:  There are 11.

   >> I mean that are on the line.

   >> Sorry Yvonne I had you on mute.  So far we have four but someone else just joined.

   >> Okay.

   >> Hi it's Eleanor.

   >> Hello.

   >> It looks like we are waiting for Mairead and Will.

   >> Oh, boy.

   >>  Aaron:  Can you text them to ask them if they are going to be able to attend or have you?

   >> Tracy:  I can do that.  I heard from Mairead earlier today and reminded her of the meeting at 4:00, so and I believed Will said he could make it as well so.

   >> Joe:  How about Theresa and.

   >> Tracy:  She could not make it.

   >> Joe:  Alex.

   >> Tracy:  I did not hear from Alex at all.

   >> Joe:  What about Steve, is he going to be here today.

   >> Aaron:  Steve cannot be here because he's got a medical issue that he has.

   >> Joe:  I'm sorry I got some background there what was that Aaron I'm sorry.

   >> Aaron:  Steve cannot be here this afternoon because he has a ‑‑ his father has a medical issue and he asked us to proceed.  I have information that he has sent from us, so I'm going to ‑‑ if we have a quorum I'm going to state what he gave me and hopefully that will answer any questions people may have and we will be able to proceed and approve the budget hopefully.

   >> Joe:  Aaron, whatever you got I would like to receive that is the Freedom of information act request from Steve, okay?

   >> Aaron:  I will be happy to have one of the individuals send that to you, yes.

   >> Joe:  Okay, thank you.

   >> Aaron:  You are quite welcome.

   >>  Joe:  Is my screen reader coming through over the phone there?

   >> A little bit, not bad.

   >> Joe:  Just checking the time.

   >> Aaron:  It's 4:05 according to my clock.

   >> Joe:  Glen, do you live in the Wayne County?

   >> Glen:  No, I'm in Jackson.

   >> Joe:  You're in Jackson, okay, but you're a waiver agent there.

   >> Glen:  Yes.

   >> Joe:  Correct?

   >> Glen:  Yes.

   >> Joe:  Was that the area.

   >> Glen:  Region two area aging and covers Jackson, Hillsdale and Lenaway counties.

   >> Joe:  You're very important to be on this one of the primary things is that people are deinstitutionalized.

   >> Glen:  We think that is important.

   >> Joe:  It's what advocates fight for so you betcha.

   >> Aaron:  Tracy, did you have any luck with those texts?

   >> Tracy:  I sent both of them but I have not gotten any replies yet.

   >> Aaron:  Do people know without this meeting we cannot proceed to have a budget for October?

   >> Joe:  It's okay.

   >> Aaron:  Tracy?

   >> Tracy:  Sorry I had you on mute, yes, they were told that, yes.

   >> Aaron:  Okay.

   >> Joe:  What did Kelsey say?

   >> Aaron:  Kelsey is no longer on the Council.

   >> Joe:  She isn't?

   >> Aaron:  I have it in the ‑‑ she is in a resignation letter a while back.  I'm not sure of the exact date.

   >> Joe:  It wasn't made available to the public either.

   >> Joe:  Gabriella doesn't show up to meeting and she is termed out and we had problems with the term limits before.

   >> Aaron:  I really don't know what to do at this point considering we need people and I don't want to waste people's time.

   >> This is Theresa, I joined.

   >> Aaron:  I joined.

   >> Joe:  Hi Theresa, Joe.

   >> Yeah Theresa.

   >> Aaron:  Do we have enough right at this moment?

   >> Tracy:  We have five.  We need one more.

   >>  Joe:  Oh, Theresa.

   >> You did it?

   >> Yeah.

   >> Ask him if he wants to join the Council?

   >> I know, I'm sorry.  I sent a reminder to see if I could call while we are out here, so.

   >> His vote.

   >> He can vote?

   >> Yes.

   >> Yeah.

   >> Joe:  Are you free tomorrow?

   >> Am I free tomorrow.

   >> Is he going to be three tomorrow?

   >> Theresa:  Yes.

   >> Joe:  What is his name?

   >> Theresa:  Quincy.

   >> Joe:  Happy birthday.

   >> Thank you.

   >> Joe:  Do you know my best present for you is?  I won't sing.

   >> Theresa:  He said are you going to give him cup cakes.

   >> Joe:  You want a cup cake?  Me too.

   >> Aaron:  I'm going to wait ten more minutes and.

   >> Aaron.

   >> Yes.

   >> You can have public comment but I did hear back from I believe Mairead and she said give her ten minutes so she must be in class.

   >> Aaron:  Okay, well, I'm not sure Joe if do you want to speak before we discuss about the budget or after we discuss about the budget?  But there is one public comment afterwards but if you would like to say something now I can do my public comment and we can go from there and when Mairead jumps on we can start our meeting if that is okay with everybody.

    Yes.

   >> Hey Aaron, I misspoke, that is Charles or Will Harrison, he is the one that will be calling in, in ten minutes.

   >> Aaron:  Okay at that time we will have six, correct?

   >> Tracy:  Yes.

   >> Aaron:  Okay, members of the public who wish to speak will be called on by the chair.  You will have five minutes as an individual and five minutes as a group.  Please refrain from joining in conversations with any of the Council members that speak on the action at hand.  Alex is that you?

   >> Alex:  Yes, I'm here Aaron, sorry.

   >> Aaron:  Great, well I will welcome everybody to the October 17 Council meeting to discuss the budget at this time if anyone has accommodation request they should speak now.

   >> Joe:  Yes this is Joe Harcz once we get into it if we are going line item by line item I would like it read, please.

   >> Aaron:  Okay, Tracy, can you call the roll?

   >> Tracy:  Sure.  Aaron Andres, present, Glen Ashlock, here, Gabriella Burman, Alex Darr, here, present, Yvonne Fleener, here, Charles Harrison, I believe he will be joining in ten minutes, Theresa Metzmaker, here, Mark Pierce, Patricia Sterling, here, Mairead Warner?  You have a quorum.

   >> Aaron:  Let's go over the budget.  Line item by line item as requested.  I can read Steve's e‑mail if you give me just one second.  He says that he is at University of Michigan Ann Arbor dealing with a family matter, and I'm paraphrasing here.  On issue he asked that we proceed without him because if not we don't have a budget over October.  The only thing that changed is we took out the money for the third employee and we are reducing the SPIL support line item by ‑‑ from 44,000 to 25,000 and he regrets he can't join us but to proceed and he will let me know about tomorrow.

    We would like ‑‑ Tracy, can you just go through the budget again to make sure that everyone on the phone and everybody in person knows.

   >> You are really loud Aaron and I can't understand what you need me to do.

   >> Aaron:  I was asking if you could go over the budget.

   >> Sorry Aaron I have to mute for a little bit just so you know.

   >> Aaron:  Okay, I was asking Tracy if you could go over just go over the budget line item by line item just so everybody on the panel can listen and for Joe he would like it to be read line item by line item.

   >> Joe:  It's okay, we can dispense with that, this is Joe again.

   >> Aaron:  Okay.

   >> Joe:  The bottom line is 318,000, correct?

   >> Tracy:  Yes.

   >> Aaron:  If everyone has had a chance to look over the budget and with the changes of removing all costs from the third person and reducing the SPIL support from 44,000 to 25,000, anybody one have any questions?

   >> Joe:  Yes, this is Joe again.  We had a public comment in the agenda before a vote.

   >> Aaron:  I'm sorry I completely ‑‑ I completely.

   >> Joe:  It's okay, it's okay.

   >> Aaron:  Yes, do I need to read my statement again or do you think you have it, Joe?  I think we have gone through it.

   >> Joe:  It's okay.

   >> Eleanor:  We are fine.

   >> Aaron:  If you want to proceed that would be great.

   >> Eleanor:  If you don't mind I would like to go first.

   >> Joe:  That's fine.

   >> Aaron:  Go ahead Eleanor.

   >> Eleanor:  Thank you.  Eleanor Cantor consumer.  So my friendly neighborhood center for Independent has filed a lawsuit against me.  It's so hard for me to imagine a world where no one cares that our precious centers for Independent and use the resources and the power that the disability community fought for against their own consumers.  The question for you is not what I'm going to do.  I have the truth on my side.  The question for SILC members is what you are going to do.  My local center for Independent is Disability Network West Michigan.  The executive director of that center is also the chair of Disability Network Michigan.  Which describes consumers as adversaries of the IL program.  She is one of the people who appointed herself to the SPIL writing team.  I do not agree with the statement that we need to assume positive intent when people demonstrate hostility and extreme retaliation against consumers who engage in advocacy to improve our Independent program.  There is a sickness in this state and we cannot ignore it and hope it goes away.  Thank you.

   >> Joe:  This is Joe Harcz.  I'm sorry I'm whacked with emotion as well.  We have public corruption going on, let alone violations of Independent movement.  They're continuing.  Independent is that we, people with disabilities, are the experts on our lives and need to be included at every step of the way.  Tomorrow we are going to be developing a new tool to gather consumer information and yet consumers are blocked at every point along the way by mostly nondisabled lobbyists and people that just violate everything that Independent is all about.  Everything.  My center is not fully accessible.  My center shuttles people into sheltered work and segregated settings, my center has retaliated against me.  We got Sara Grivetti playing games again a registered lobbyist who wants to take control of the statewide Independent Council and our activities.  She has miss appropriated thousands of dollars over the past six years to her organization, none of the money is going in to people with disabilities and our performance and people that bring this up are retaliated against.  There is no ‑‑ hello Will.

    I make no money.  I work on this over and over and over again trying to keep not only the SILC but our centers for Independent and the designated state entities on the up and up.  We've got people who actually work to control us who exclude us and all they do is make money off us, people like Sara Grivetti makes $104,000 as a lobbyist, you know, that is just one thing.  People in the DSE who can't even produce information in a timely fashion about the performance of our centers, making $150,000.  People have violated the rehab act over and over and over again.  That's documented.  That's illegal.  It's documented fact.  We are supposed to not talk about the past, the past is the present, ladies and gentlemen.  We've got most of our centers for Independent are run by people that will not even identify as people with disabilities.  Something wrong with that picture, people.  We got some that people can't even get in or people can't get access to services.  Including blind people.  It's going over and over and over again, this is a mess.  Now we are going to be writing a new SPIL when we haven't even done our monitoring of the last SPIL which is a joke.  Things are not done appropriately here.  And I tell you what, ladies and gentlemen, I'm breaking down under the weight of this.  I'm breaking down, I'm also 67 years old, my father is going to be 91 and while I was fighting a Court case, you know, for the violations of my fundamental constitutional rights along with dozens, dozens of other people at our ADA celebration, you know, I had to keep going back to Court, you know, to fight malicious prosecution charges when while my father was taking care of my mother who was dying.  I had to go and spend my money to do that.  This is wrong, people.  I would urge you not to vote on this.  Actually I really would.  And I would actually anyway forget it, I'm done.

   >> Aaron:  Thank you Mr. Harcz.  Is there anyone else that would like to speak?  

Okay, at this time I'm going to close public comment and did everyone have a chance to go over the budget for 2020?

   >> Yvonne:  I move we approve the amended budget as presented.

   >> Glen:  I would second.

   >> Aaron:  Any discussion?  All in favor?  We need to do a roll call vote I'm sorry, Tracy could you call the roll?

   >> Tracy:  I could.  Aaron Andres, yes, Glen Ashlock, yes, Gabriella‑Burman, Alex Darr.

   >> Alex you are on mute.

   >> Tracy:  Alex Darr.

   >> I think there needs to be more discussion on this.

   >> Tracy:  Yvonne Fleener, yes, Will Harrison, yes, Theresa Metzmaker, yes, Mark Pierce, Patricia Sterling, yes, Mairead Warner, motion passes.

   >> Aaron:  Thank you.  Now that we have a budget approved we can move forward.  I'm going to open the public comment again for second public comment if members of the public would like or any one on the phone would like to speak now would be the time.  Let's just remember what the comment policy was and be respectful.  Thank you.  Anyone wishing to make public comment can do so.

   >>  Hearing none.

   >> Joe:  We are getting stuff in the background here, I'm sorry.

   >> Theresa:  It's me I can mute again.

   >> Joe:  That is okay.

   >> Aaron:  I was asking for another public comment if anyone wants to speak.

   >>  Joe:  This is Joe Harcz again.  Going to this budget we are coming ‑‑ we had at one time $477,000 going to this.  We now are on a SPIL writing year and we've got less money than that.  Of course much of that money was miss appropriated over the years, in the various dubious projects that were not vetted and that's a documented fact.  That includes $40,000 for Disability Network to put in a Disability Network academy which is not even accessible and which we don't even know what we have.  The SPIL has not been appropriately monitored and the numbers we are supposed to be doing a year end report on the SPIL committee to submit to the whole body.  We have no accountability once again on where all the dollars are going.  We also are under Federal law supposed to have enough resources you know to run SILC operations and development.  On the line item related to no further staff, I think over the past year why we needed more staff because we've had people out without their capabilities do to no fault of their own but people like Steve were out for three weeks with pneumonia and out with this stuff and the parents and what not but in the interim people are not getting accountability and that really goes to disability the whole thing written by Sara Grivetti has never been accounted for and she has violated, intruded upon the whole process.  The whole thing by MRS and BSBP, it is just the whole cost, again, nothing about us without us is the mantra of the disability rights movement and of Independent.  And yet the doors shut at every step of the way, can you imagine, can you imagine, you know, retaliation, you know, when consumers bring anything up can you imagine what goes on behind closed doors?  I know of centers that have fired people for asking for reasonable accommodations.  We got something really wrong.  The disability rights movement was made up of people like Ed Roberts, Judy Human and others who had to actively engage in non‑civil disobedience and now we don't even get a seat at the table and when I say we I mean people with disabilities.  I'm done.

   >> Aaron:  Thank you Mr. Harcz, anyone wishing to give public comment?

   >> Eleanor:  Yes it's Eleanor again I just would like to add that I'm pretty concerned about the agreement that was put out for tomorrow's SPIL committee meeting.  It seems to be inconsistent with many of the things that we've talked about and inconsistent with the decisions that got made at the last SPIL committee meeting.  So I'm hoping we can take a step back and talk about how this came about and what it actually says and if we are revisiting those decisions that got made at the last SPIL committee meeting I would really like to open up some lines of communication here to make this process a little bit smoother, okay, thank you.

   >> Aaron:  Thank you is there anyone else?

   >> Alex:  Aaron, that is exactly why I said no to the vote is because I believe there needs to be more discussion before we can move forward because I just want to make sure we have all the details hammered out and that we are doing it correctly.

   >> Aaron:  Anyone else?  Hearing none I appreciate everyone that was able to attend the meeting and I will adjourn this meeting thank you for coming.  I'll see other people tomorrow of course.

    Good‑bye all.

   >> Joe:  Good‑bye.

   >> See you.

   >> [ Meeting concludes at 4:33 p.m. ]
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